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EXAMINING OFFICER TO WITNESS: (Through Official Interpreter.) 

You are advised that I am an officer of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, authorised by lav to administer oathe 
and to take evidence in connection vith the enforcement of the 
Immigration lavs. I desire to question you at this tine regarding 
your right to be and remain in thc.United States* Any statement 
which you make should be voluntary and you are heicby warned that 
such a statement may be used against you. Do you understand! 

Yes. 

Q* You are further advised that it is your privilege to have a 

relative or friend present during this examination. 'It is under** 
stood that the presence of euch person shall be subject to the 
condition that he shall act simply ae an observer. Do you understand? 
A. Yes. (No one present.) 

Q* Will you please stand and raise your right hand? 

A. (Witness complies.) 

Do you solemnly swear that all the statements you are about to make • 
will be the truth* the whole truth, and* nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

A. I do. 
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Q. Tou ar. informed that if you wilfully and knowingly giro false 
testimony concerning a material fact during these proceeding*, 
you may be proeecuted for the crime of perjury, the penalty 
for which is a fine of not more than $2,000 and imprisonment, 
of not more than fire years* 3>o you understand? 

A„ T*p. 

< What is your fall, true, and correct name? 

A* ELKAB KSSRD. I hare nerer used any other aa&e, 

Q. When and where were you born? 

A. March 23* 19*2 In Tartu, Estonia. 

Q. Are you married or single? 

A, Married- I consider myself divorced in view of the fact that when 
the Russians over-raa Estonia they promulgated a lav whereby all 
married women in that oountry whose husbands were not in the 
country had to apply for divorce and it is my understanding that 
my wife did apply for such divorce, and that she lived with another 
man, and it is also my understanding that under Russian laws that 
that divorce is & legal divorce. 

<i. Where do you live at the present time? 

A. 242 East 34th Street, Hew York City, Room 25» on the fourth floor. 
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What is your usual occupation? 

I was a State Attorney when I was in Estonia. 

Wbrn and how are you now employed? 

How I an' employed by Manhattan Water Proofing ^o« , 390 Peal Street, 

Hew York City, as a house painter. 

Have you had any other employment since your arrival in the United 
StAtes? 

First I worked as a shipping clerk for Charles and Co, Madison Avenue 
between 42nd and 43rd Street and then f^r Steinway smd Co. in Astoria 
as a laborer and now in the Manhattan Water Proofing Co. 

Rave you ever been arrested in the United States or in any other country? 

Ho. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party?-.. 

Ho. ’ ;f ; 

What is your opinion , of Communism? . . . \ ;; ■. J v 

I lived under the Communist government for ; one yeapvand v;ay.--per®o 
experience ■ lead ms to believe that i t i s £ ; veryjbad^eo'r :.t;.Vbf 
Some of my good friends' were deported to Siberra.vby the Commit 
vers placed in some, sort of penal ins ti tut ion £ there. 'Yy' V*S' 

What is your opinion of the ¥azi and Fascist foro of Government? 
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A. I do not have a. good opinion of th<-< e two forms of government 
because they both desire to vanquish nil Europe and to make 

6 her populations which were non-Gan mu or non-Italians as their 
vessels, and they are both dictatorial forms of government whioh 
I do not anprove. 

tfhrt form of goverrunont do you Approve? 

A, I believe that free democratic govemmefats are the best. 

0* Eavo you had any military service? 

A, I vao in a military school from 1931 to 193? in Estonia, bit I 

did not nerve in an active capacity in any nrny, I was put in the 
Reserve becnup*? of my standing as a Jurist, 

SU Wnr> this an officer^ school- that you attended? 

A. It vaa for Reeerver Officers, 

^ Vha't rank did you hold? 

A # I vas 2nd Lieutenant* X was raobilixea by the Estonian Government 
vh.ch receiv-d from the occupying German Arrwd forces some eort 
an autonomy and served in the Satoaian Army from about Kerch I 9 I 4 U 
to about Kerch 19 ^ 5 * Vhen the German* were evacuating Estonia, 
sopte unite of the Estonia n Army were going with the Gertnans and I 
served in the Antonian Army under the supervision of the German 
Army# 

ifhen did you officially sever your relations vith the Arny? 

A. March or April 19^5* thereafter, I no^nt one month in a Oercrnn 
Army hospital up until Kay, 

#ere you vounded? 

A. 2Io* 

Q* ^hat transpired after that? * • 

-A, i loft the hospital about the end of Kay or the beginning of June, 
I 9 U 5 fuid at first X was in Reicheaberg, then 2 i\\teu and in Gera* 
OerrT^ny* Before wy discharge f rom the hospitpl, I vns given civilian 
clothes and I resumed my civil Inn status. In Qera, I was in a refugee 
camp. It war a camp for refugees under international supervision. 
About Johe 20 , 19^5> I decided to quit this casm because mnov- 
held it that the Pro vlnce of *uringn would be turned over to the 
Russians, and I proceeded to Saplfeld, where I stayed for three days#* 
(Saalfeld was in the American 2one * ) and then I Arrived about 
June 23* 19^5 in Anebach, Bavaria where I stayed a month and 
then I proceeded to the Province of ’Airttenbirg to g. town called 
Sohvabisch ^alle .where I stayed for two months until Jeay. 1 , 19 ^ 5 » 
then I vent to Hamburg, which vne in the British Eon* v*nd I stAyed 
thare until March 7/19^7 and- then I s left for Sweden- where I arrived 
on March 10 , 19^7# 
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Q, Aft*r you escaped from your internment, were you at any time 
under the control of the Rusnian Army 7 
A. No, During my entire slay in the American and British Zone*, 

I had vue status of D.P. all the time. 

^id you ever attend any espionage or saboteur school in any 
country7 < 

A* Ho. • 

^hat branoh of the array did you specialize inT 
A. In the Infantry. 

<1. 2are you heard from your vife el nee you left Estonia? 

A. Tes, when I was in Sweden I received two cards from her in the 

summer of 19 ^ 7 * ®h«y were delivered to me by hand through mutual 
friends. 

\ Tou stated before that you were a Jurist in your native country. 
Did you ever hold any other position in that country or had any 
other kind of work 7 
A. No. 



Q, la this an appointed Job that you held with the Estonian Government? 
A . I was appointed. 
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Did you hold that appointment at any tine when Estonia was dominated 
by the Russian authorities? . 

No, only during the time that Estonia was independent. 

After you went to Sweden, were y^u employed and in what capacity? 

I worked as a helper in a textile factory in Uddevalla, Sweden. 

Dp you have any children? 

Ho. 

Do you have any relatives living in the United States? 

No. 




Do you have any other close relatives living abroad? 

I bava a cousin in ^ontrerl, Canada. My parsnts are in Estonia 
and I do not know whether they are alive or not, 

When is the last time yon heard from them? 

I 9 U 7 when I was still in Sweden. 
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Were you ever required to become, a member of the Hasi Party while 
you served, under the Herman occupation? 

A, Pretisure was put on the Estonians to Join the Party and advantages war® 
given to those who did Join, but I personally did not Join, 
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Q. In view of the f«\ct that your wife and your mother and father 
are presumably residing in Eetonie, in your opinion, could this 
fact he used as * threat to you to perform any service for a 
foreign power? 

A# No* 1 would not let myself be influenced or thrust into the 

Service of a foreign oover even though my family is in Estonia 
because I could not help my family under any circumstances and I 
would not be in the position to know whether or not such foreign 
power would carry out any promises they would make* 

Q. During the voyage to the United States in the schooner ^Prolific*, 
did you suspect any of the other members of your group of being 
Communists or sympathetic to the Communist ideals? 

A* Even though there were some members of the party which undertook 
the voyage with me to the United States, who were not known to 
me personally, I believe 1 can state that there were no Communists 
at all in that party. 

Q, Do you have any additional statements that you would like to maket 

A, No-except all I want to say is that I trust the United States 

Goverrvrveat to permit me to stay permanently and If I would have 

the knowledge that 1 can do so then I would take all steps to 

learn the language in this country, ^his is a free democratic 
country and I would really enjoy living here. 



HEARING CLOSED. 



I hereby certify that the foregoing consisting cf five (5) pages i« 
a true and correct transcript of the stenographic notes taken by M 
in 'this matter on April 26, 19 ^* 
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H* Have you ever been a member of any political party ? 

A, No* 

Q. What organizations or societies ha* o you belonged to outside of the 
Uoitnd Statue? 

A* N'o political organizations • T v/c ic a moxbcr of a jurist association 
ia Tartu ia 1940* I Sweden 1 belonged to a textile factory workers 
union. It was necessary to belo:ig to thoeo unions in order to work 
at the factory. 

w hat organizations have. you bol aged to in thr United 8tates? 

A. Brotherhood of ^aihkrs, Decorators hnd Paper dangers, Local #1011, 

New York City. I have been a number since Juno 1961. I am aL * a 
number of the World Association of Estonians in New York City since 
1949. I am also a jnember of the Society for the Independent Veterans 
of Estonia in New York City siace 1949. I ar also a member of the 
Estonian Educational Society of Now Yotk, 243 East 34th Street, 
ainoo 1949. I am also a mombor of the Estonian Lutheran Church 
which is presently using the facilities of the Lutheran Church at 
123 'West 71st Stroet, New York City. 

^ 4 . Are you now or hare you ever b^en a member or affiliated with the 

Communist Party anywhere in the United States or in any other country 
in the war Idt 

A. No. 

V. Were you over in favor, of Nazism and Fascism? 

A. No. 
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Q. From what country do you claim to bo displaced? 

A. Estonia* 

Q. Why do you believe that you are a person displaced from Estonia? 

Aw Because that country is presently under the domination of Soviet 
Russia* 

Q. Are you opposed to the present government in oontrol in Estonia? 

A. Yo«* * 

id. Why? 

A. I have been living one year under Bussiaa occupation^ between 1940 and 
1941 and since then I have enough experience to know what it means to 
live under the Bujsian occupation, because during this year 'they 
arrested and deported all the loaders of the Estonian OoVernmfl nt, of 
the Estonian Army and of the Intelligence of the Estonian. Be public* 
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Over 60,000 persons were deported to Russia In those days and there 
are no news from these persons and if there is, these persona are 
living under the most inhuman conditions and they are starving and 
they are freeiing to death* 

Q* Are you opposed to Communism itself? 

A* Yes, because it is perfectly inhuman and it ie destroying all the 

oultural world* It is a perfect terror* "hen the Communists occupied 
Estonia, it was part already of the Russian Army and then all the 
prisoners were released from the prisons and all these persons who 
were thieves or nurdorera, these became the rulers. The Estonian 
Police was fired and those were then the policemen, eo that everybody 
wae afraid and nobody oould sleep in peaoo f because you never knew 
when someone was knocking at the door and was coming for us* 

Q* Would you fear persecution if you should return to Estonia at the 
present time 7 

A* I will be hung. 

Q. Why? 

A. First of all, I know it from my own experience, that all those men 
were killed or arrested who have been ever fighting against the 
Communists* It may be even twenty years ago and this is the reason 
number one* There was an independent war between the Estonian 
people and the Conmunists between 1916 and 1920 and that is the 
beginning when the Estonians started their fight against Communism 
and I will say this fight has not oocne to the end until now beoause 
the Estonian men are fighting in Korea now* 

Q. ^ou believe you would be subject to persecution because of the faot 
that you fought in the Estonian Army against ussian Armies? Is 
that correct? 

A* Yos. I am still living in another oountry. I didn’t return when the 
war was over* I was. working in the years of the independence* I wae 
working with the President for this regime. 

Q* Then you believe you would be subjeot to persecution beoause of your 
opposition to Conmunism* that oorreot? 

A. Yes* C r- 

W. Since leaving Estonia in 1944, have you been admitted to any oountry 
with the privilege of permanent residence? 

A, No* 

Q. It there anything more you wish to say in your own behalf before the 
end of this hearing? 

A* I haven't anything to say beoause 1 hope that all the reasons why 
this situation oaae are' explained now. All these refugees who are 
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